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15% cutin NCERT syllabus
this year, says Javadekar

SREATHER Move part of target to achieve 50% reduction without impacting outcomes

AmandeepShukda .
samandeep shuklahtiive.com

NEW DELHI: School students can
heave a sigh of relief as the con-
tent in NCERT textbooks will be
reduced by 10 to 15% from aca-
demic year 2019-20 as part of
HRD ministry-prodded rational-
isation exercise undertaken to
relieve youngsters from “curric-
wlum overload”,

. UnionHRD minister Prakash
Javadekar, whochaired ameet-
ing of the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training(NCERT)general coun-
cilon Saturday, said the targetis
toachievea 50 % reductionofthe
“curriculum overload” without
affectingthe learning outcomes.

“Curriculum will be reviewed
to ensure holistic education in
which there will be time for
physical education, valueeduca-
tion, life-skills education and

\experiential learning. The cur-

We have decided to

reduce curriculum by
90 %. This year, there will
be 10-15 % reduction. Next
year it will be more.

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR, Union HRD
glils‘tii
riculumneeds to bereduced. We
havedecidedtoreduce curricu-
lum by 50 %. This year, there will
be10-15 % reduction. Next year it
will be more. Finally, in 2021, the
target will be achieved,” Java-
dekar said after the meeting.
The HRD minister has in the
pastsaid that by removing dupli-
cation and redundant portions,
the NCERT will be able to bring
down its curriculum signifi-
cantly. Javadekar has insisted
that the exercise would be scien-
tific. There were overalakhsug-
gestions on the basis of which the

rationalisation exercise was car-
ried out, an official said.

The Union minister also said
thenumber of NCERT texthooks
published this year would goup
from 6 crore last year to 8 crore
this yeartoensureadequate sup-
ply.

Education ministers of Delhi,
Gujarat and Assam also
attended the meetingin Vigyan
Bhawan.

Speaking about the other deci-
sions, Javadekar said it was also
decided thaf there will bea grad-
ing of states on performance
indicatorsin education.

“Allthestates will be assessed
on performance indicators based
on 70 parameters. This will
improve quality and give a fair
picture of where each state
stands. There will be a healthy
competition toimprove the per-
formance,” Javadekar said.

Giving an example, the HRD
official said e-attendance for

teachersis one such parameter
tocurbtheproblem of absentee-
ism. Maintaining health cards of
studentsis another, headded.

The HRD ministry had some
time back carried out a perform-
ance grading exercise in which
Gujarat and Chandigarh had
come outontop, the official said.
It wasonthebasisofthis resultit
wasdecided thatthe Programme
for International Student
Assessment (PISA) test may be
held in Chandigarh, he added.

Giving details about the No
Detention Policy, Javadekar
said states were beingallowed to
conduct exams in classes Vand
VIIItoimprovelearning quality.
Barring four-five states, most
states werein favour of conduct-
ingtheexam, HRD officials said.

Delhi's deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia, who holds the
education portfolio for the state,
welcomed therollback ofthe No
Detention Policy.



